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TO:
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RE:

Recreation Committee Meeting  - Jim Creek/Lake – Knik River Area

TRAILS – Pat Owens, MSB Land Management
· Many of the trails in the area have been reserved.

· Rippy Trail (Maude Road Extension)  has a 60 ft ROW reserved to Jim Lake.

· Maude –Plumbley trail is located on borough land and is intended to be reserved but the borough would like to relocate portions prior to reservation.

· Witherspoon trail is not reserved and is located on private land.

· Jim Creek trail has RS 2477 status.  The state of Alaska has surveyed the trail.

· Envy trail is located on borough land and is not reserved.  Because of the trails in close proximity, the borough does not have plans to reserve the trail.  However, if the community desires it could be done. (Possibly a “non-motorized” trail)

· 17B Easements are generally 25 feet wide and include the Burnt Butte Trail.

· The Butte Trail is almost complete.  The location of the trail head has not been revealed but will be after the trail is completed.

· Designating trails for specific uses can be done on borough property only.

Eliminating Conflict on Trails

· Properly designed trails can reduce conflicts.

· There are natural ways to slow traffic and still include all users.

· Designate trails for specific uses.

· Obtain cooperative agreements can be established among land owners regarding uses.

Short Term Recommendation regarding TRAILS

· Develop a plan to separate uses.
· Don’t stop uses – separate uses.
· Get all the users together and ID areas of use.
· When everyones involved in the development of the plan there is incentive for the plan to be self monitoring.
· How to Start –
· Set up a trails committee whose goal is to incorporate the MSB RecreationTrails Plan, and the Susitna Area Plan with special considerations for the inclusion of an “Area Meriting Special Attention” which was considered previously under this or the Willow Sub Basin Plan.
· Securing funding is easier once a Trail Management Strategy Plan is in place.
· It may be important to conduct a survey(questionnaire) to identify users, inventory uses, and develop a database for future outreach.

· Engage users to be involved in trail management strategy.
Asset Management Plan – Steve Cypra

· Borough received community comments and feel the Public Advisory Committee is key to the success of the plan.

· Composition of the advisory committee is open and could include a school official.

· Land Management envisions a lot of open houses.

· Purchasing will not permit a member of the Council to be on the selection committee.

Department of Natural Resources – Dave Kelly

· DNR continues to request funding for seasonal or temporary staff to help with patrols on State owned land and has been unsuccessful.

· If the community desires a long term plan  that involves taking away generally allowed uses, they need to contact the Planning section of DNR.

· The community needs to develop a proposal and submit it to DNR.  

· When uncontrolled target shooting becomes a public endangerment issue the TROOPERS should be notified.

· An area cannot be designated for shooting because of liability reasons.  If a shooting range is desired, the facility must be manned when open and be NRA certified.

· Special Use Designation is Administrative.

· The Susitna Area Plan (which already designates the land) is general and a Management Plan would be more specific. 

Friends of Mat-Su – Michelle Church

· Troopers have stated the issue in Jim Creek/Lake  is a borough issue.  Troopers believes the borough needs to develop a police force.

Education – Brit Lively
· Want to develop a logo, screen saver (Jim Creek/Lake – Knik River photos), slogans,  music– Respect us and our resources, Etc.

· The education committee would like to emphasize the “Positive”

· Would like to see the results of the Schools art contest in the Frontiersman.

· Rindi White from the Frontiersman is interested in writing an article about this planning process.

CLOSING - Ted Cox – President, Butte Community Council 

· The community council plans to schedule WORK SESSIONS to develop an action plan for the area.
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